| Lord and his Chrift¢ Arethey nocall rafed, and buried inthe duft ¢ Hath not che} 


EprsT. l.Settiug forth their inja ry done to the Church, the injuftice of their caufe, “and | 


the revenge of her abominations. And are we yet in Babylong Is Babylon yetamongtt | 
thofe high and proud} 


Pilgrimages, conftrained-and 


Majetty of her Gods, like as was done to CMitbra, and Serapis,been long agone offé-'| 


ToM. Smith, and. M. Rob, Ritig-leaders of the late 


> 


a 


fearefulneffe of their offence : Cenfuring and advifing them, 


E:heare of your feparation, and mourne; yet not fo much 
for you, as for your wrong ; you could not doe a greater 
sinjury to your Mother, then to flie from ‘her.’ Say the 
were poore, ragged, weake ; fay the were deformed ; yet 
fhe is not infectious:Or if fhe were, yet fhe is yours. 
This were caufe enough for you , to lament her ; to 
for her , to labour for herredreflé, not to avoid her: This 
unnaturalneffe is fhamefull ; and more hainous in you, 
=| Who are reported not parties in this evill;: but authors. 
Your flightis not fo much, as your mi{-guidance. Plead not: this fault is paft excufe. 
If weall thould follow you, this were the way, of a Church(as you plead).imperfe@, 
to make no Church;: and ofa remedie, to make adifeafe. Still che fruit 
ty to you, is, befides our griefe, pitie. Your zeale of truthhath mif-led you, and. you 
others : A zeale, if honeft, yet blind-folded, and led by felfe-will. Othat you loved 
Peace, but halfe fo well ss Truth: then, this breach had never beene : and you that 
are yet brethren, had beene ftill companions. \Goe out of Babylon, you fay; The voice 
not of Schifme,but of holinefle, Know you where you are ¢ Looke about you, I be- 
feech you, looke behind you ; and fee if we have not left ic upon our backs. Shee 


- .|herfelfe feels, and feesthat the is abandoned : and complaines to all the world, that: 


we have not onely forfaken, but {poiled her 5 and yet you fay, Come out of Babylon: 
Andexcept you will be willingly blind, you may feethe heaps of her Alrars, tbe 
athes of her Idols, theruines of her monuments, the condémnation of hererrours, | 


us ¢ Where are the mainé buildings of Ci 
Towers of their univerfall, Hieraschie, infallible judgement, difpenfation with the | 
Lawes of God, and finnes of mens difpofition, of Kingdomes, depofition of Prin- 


c¢s, parting ftakes with God ‘in our converfion, through freedome of wills in our | 
| falvation, through the merit of our works ¢ Where are thofe rotten heaps 
tof 


not through age, but corruption )- of tranfiubftantiating of bread, adoring of Image, 
multitude of Sacraments:, power of Indulgences, neceflitic of Confeffions, pro 


are thofe deepe vaults (ifnotmynes) of Penances and Purgatories, and: whatfoever} 
hath beene devifed by rhofe Popelings, whether profitable or glorious , againtt the} 


— 


ofour chari- | 


approved Jgnorance;unknowne Devotions? Where|- 


~ 


- 
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red to the publique laughter of the vulgar? What is this but to goc,yea to run(ifnor) A 
to flie) out of Babylon ? But (as every man is ap hearty Pafronof his owne actions, 
| and itis a defperate caufe that hath no plea) you alledge ourconforting in Céremo- 
nies, and fay ftill we tarry inthe fuburbs. Grant that thefe-were as ill, as an enemic 
can make them, or can pretend them: You are deceived, if'you think the walls of 
Babylon ftand upon Ceremonies. Subftantiall errours are bothher foundation, and | 
frame. Thefe rituall obfervations are not fomuch as Tileand Reed, rather like to 
fome Fane upon the roofe; for ornament,more then ufe : Not parts of the building, 
but not neeeffary appendances. If you take them otherwife, you wrong the Church; 
if thus, and yet depart, you wrong it and your felfe: As if you would have perfwaded 
righteous Lot not to ftay in Zoar, becaufe it was fo neere Sedeme. 1 feare, if you had 
feene the money-changers in the Temple, how ever you would have prayed, or |B 
taught there: Chrift did it, not forfaking the place, but fcourging the offenders: And 
this is the valour of Chriftian teachers: To oppofe abufes, not to runn¢ away from 
ithem: Where fhall you not thus find Babylon ? Would you have runaway from Ge. 
neva,becaufe of her wafers ¢ Orftom Corinth, forher difordered love-feafts? Either 
run out of the world, or your flight is in vaine. If experience of change teach you 
nor, that you fhall find your Bebylon every where, returne not. Compare the place | 
you have left, with that you have chofen; let not feare of fceming to repent over- 
| foone, make you partial!, Loe, there is acommon harbour of all opinions, of all here- 
fies; if not amixture. Here you drew inthe free and cleare aire of the Gofpell, with- | 
| out that odious compofition of Jadaifme,_Arrianif{me,_A nabaptifme: There you live 
in the {tench of thefe and more. You are unworthy of pitie, if you will approve your | C| 
| mifery. Say ifyou can, thatthe Church of England (if fhe were not yours) isnot ap + 
| heaven to Amfterdam. How is it then,that our goats are-harder to fwallow,then their | 

-camels?and that whiles all Chriftesdome magnifies our happineffe,and applauds it; 
your handfull alone, foderefts our enormities, that you defpife our graces ¢ See | 
ther inthis you make not God a lofer. The thank of all his favours is loft; becaufe | 
you waft more : and inthe meane time, who gaines by this fequeftration, but Rome | 
and Hell ? How doe they infalt in this advantage, that our mothers owne children 
condemne her for uncleane, that we are daily weakned by our divifions,that the rude 
multitude hath fo palpable a motive to diftruft us? Sure, you intended it not : but, if 
you had beene their hired Agent, you could not havedone our enemies greater fer- 
-|vice. The God of heaven open your eyes, that you may fee the unjuftice of that | D 
| zeale which hath tranfported you; and turne your heart to an endeavour of all Chri- | 
ftian fatisfaction : otherwife, your foules fhall find too late, that it had beene a thou- | 
fand times better to {wallow a Ceremonie, then to rend a Church: yea, that even | 
_| whoredomes and murders fhall abide an eafier anfwer then feparation. I have done, | 
ifonely I have advifed you of that fearefull threatning of the Wifeman : The eye that 
mocketh his father, and defpifeth the government of his mother, the Ravens of the valley 


picke out, and the young Eagles eat it. ; 


Anprew 


Ep. [1.4 difcour(e of onr due preparation for death, and the meants i 
to fweeten it to us. | 


Ince I faw you, I faw my father die: How boldly and merrily did he paffe tho- | - 
4 tow the gates of death,as if they had had noterror, but much pleafure!Oh that 

I could as eafily imitate, asnot forget him ! We know we mufttread the fame 
__ |. ways how happy, if with the fame mind ¢ Our life, as it gives way to death,fo mutt 
way fort: it will be, though wewill it willnotbe happie, withoutour| | 
will, without our preparation. It is the beft and longeft leffon, to learne how to dies |_| a 
__ and of fureft ufes which alone if we take not out, it were better not to have lived. + 
_ | Ohvaine ftudies of men, howto walke thorough Rowe ftreets all day inthe — | — 


. ; 
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| 
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